Colorectal cancer adjuvant treatment in elderly patients.
Colorectal adenocarcinoma ranks second as a cause of death due to cancer in the Western world. In Europe, 40% of patients with this disease is over 70 years old and only 52% of them with positive nodes usually receive an adjuvant chemotherapy. Despite early reports to the contrary, these patients tolerate cancer treatment and surgical resections as well as their younger counterparts but as a result of exclusion criteria, those receiving an adjuvant therapy are very few. This paper examines the factors pertinent to the small number of clinical trials designed for adjuvant colorectal cancer in the elderly.